






Selected Highlights of the Last 20 Years of 
Economic Development in Martinsville-Henry County, VA

The Harvest Foundation 
commissions a Community 
& Economic Development 

Strategy Report from Market 
Street Services. 

March 2004

An industrial park feasibility study is completed, 
identifying Commonwealth Crossing and the 

Bryant Property as the top locations for future 
industrial development in M-HC.

December 2006

Bassett Furniture Industries announces an 
expansion adding $7.2M in capital investment 

and creating 77 new jobs. 

October 2005

RTI (now Howmet Aerospace) purchases the 
shell building on Tract 5 in the Patriot Centre, 

announcing a $120M investment and 150 new jobs. 

January 2008

The 101,741SF shell building on Tract 10 is built in 
the Patriot Centre. 

August 2009

Martinsville and Henry County economic 
development offices merge to create the 
M-HC Economic Development Corporation. 

November 2004

The SmartSTART (previously FastTrac®) program 
launches for local entrepreneurs. Over its 10-year 
duration, the program graduated 180 individuals.      

2007

The 79,480SF shell building on Tract 5 
is built in the Patriot Centre.   

September 2007

VisitMartinsville launches the 
Deep Roots tourism campaign 
to celebrate the area’s furniture, 
textile, and motorsports heritage. 
As part of this initiative, the 
Big Chair is placed in Uptown 
Martinsville.

September 2009

The first M-HC Wage & Benefit Survey is completed. 
May 2008

Henry County purchases the Bryant property 
and land for the future site of Commonwealth 
Crossing. 

October 2007







Crown Holdings, a manufacturer of aluminum 
beverage cans, announces a new 355,000 SF 

facility on Tract 4 at Commonwealth Crossing, 
creating 126 new jobs and representing a $145M 

capital investment. 

January 2021

Henry County is awarded $22M as part of 
the Virginia Business Ready Sites Program 

(VBRSP) to grade the 200 acre site on Tract 2 of 
Commonwealth Crossing. 

January 2023

VisitMartinsville unveils new 
mobile app and trip-planning 
widget on VisitMartinsville.com

October 2022

Press Glass announces an expansion plan that 
more than doubles their facility and workforce at 

Commonwealth Crossing with an investment of 
$155M and 335 new jobs created. 

Rendering

August 2023

Grading begins on the 200 acre site at Tract 2 of 
Commonwealth Crossing. 

May 2024

VF Corp (previously Nautica) announces a $10.2M 
expansion in the Patriot Centre, creating 82 new 
jobs. 

October 2021

Crown Holdings 
announces 

an additional 
expansion adding 

168,000 SF in 
warehouse space 

and $20M in capital 
investment. 

June 2022

A revenue sharing agreement between Henry 
County, the City of Martinsville, and the M-HC 
EDC is established, securing a $6M grant from 
the Harvest Foundation for grading at Tract 2. 

July 2023

Henry County announces plans to construct a 
shell building on Tract 2 in the Patriot Centre. 

December 2023
Rendering

John Parkinson
2011 - 2015

Chris Beeler
2015 - 2019

Larry Ryder
2019 - 2022

James McClain II
2022 - present



Since 2004, the Martinsville-Henry County Economic 
Development Corporation has supported projects creating 7,752 

jobs with $981,077,258 in capital investment. 
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Capital Investment Jobs Created

The M-HC EDC has assisted 9 international companies across 5 countries.

Poland
Press Glass

Germany
Mehler

Canada
Novatech

Teal-Jones Group

United Kingdom
Advanced Revert

Applied Felts (now United Felts)
Drake Extrusion 

Hardide Coatings

Sweden
Starsprings





 Commonwealth Crossing Business Centre
The 726 acre site known today as Commonwealth 
Crossing Business Centre was purchased by Henry 
County in 2007. Grading began in 2014 to develop 
two large tracts, Tract 1 (120 acre pad) and Tract 4 
(55 acre pad), which were ready for development in 
2017. To date, over $111M has been invested in the 
development of Commonwealth Crossing.

Since 2017, two tenants have located in the business 
park and both have announced expansions. Press 
Glass currently employs approximately 300 people 
with plans for an additional 335. Upon completion 
of their expansion announced in 2023, the company 
will have invested $208.8M in their facility. 

Crown Holdings completed a 355,000 SF facility 
in 2022 and announced an additional 168,000 SF 
warehouse expansion in 2023. The company has 
invested a total of $165M with a current headcount 
of 144 employees.

With three additional tracts available including rail-
served sites and on-site utilities, Commonwealth 
Crossing is prepared for additional growth.

Commonwealth Centre for Advanced Training
The Commonwealth Centre for Advanced Training 
(CCAT) opened its doors in August 2019. The 25,000 
SF facility is offered to companies at no charge while 
their production facilities are under construction 
within the industrial park. The facility has dedicated 
office space and an advanced manufacturing high-
bay. 

Press Glass utilized the training center from 
September 2019 to May 2020 and averaged 40 to 
50 employees on site each day. Crown Holdings 
moved into the facility in July 2021 and stayed until 
completion of their building in 2022, with an average 
of 50 to 60 daily employees. CCAT continues to be 
available for meetings and trainings as needed. 





Press Glass Inc., Europe’s largest independent glass fabricator, announced 
in August 2023 its plans to invest $155.2 million to expand its operations in 
Henry County’s Commonwealth Crossing Business Centre. The expansion will 
add a 360,000-square-foot facility and create 335 new jobs. Governor Glenn 
Youngkin lauded this as Henry County’s largest single capital investment, 
underscoring its economic impact and the resurgence of manufacturing in 
Virginia. 

Press Glass US President Maciej Migalski expressed confidence in the 
expansion, emphasizing its strategic significance for the American market. 
“After the expansion, the Ridgeway plant will be one of the largest and most 
automated facilities processing architectural glass in the USA. At the same 
time, we will create new, valuable job opportunities. We express our gratitude 
to the local leadership for their invaluable support.” 

Local officials and representatives welcomed the investment, recognizing 
Press Glass’s contributions to economic growth and job creation in the 
region. The project was supported by the Virginia Economic Development 
Partnership, Henry County, the Harvest Foundation, and the M-HC Economic 
Development Corporation through grants and programs to assist in training 
initiatives.

Press Glass Expanding in Henry County

After the expansion, the 
Ridgeway plant will be 
one of the largest and 
most automated facilities 
processing architectural 
glass in the USA.
Maciej Migalski
President of Press Glass US



http://www.YesMartinsville.com/Business-Development
https://www.facebook.com/MartinsvilleBusinessDevelopment
https://www.facebook.com/MartinsvilleBusinessDevelopment


https://www.facebook.com/VisitMartinsville
https://www.instagram.com/visitmartinsville/
https://www.tiktok.com/@visitmartinsville
https://www.youtube.com/user/VisitMartinsville


http://www.MartinsvilleMade.com/Non-Profit-Resource-Guide
http://www.MartinsvilleMade.com/Non-Profit-Resource-Guide
https://martinsvillemade.com/relocationguide/
http://www.MartinsvilleMade.com/Non-Profit-Resource-Guide
http://www.MartinsvilleMade.com
http://www.MartinsvilleMade.com
http://www.facebook.com/MartinsvilleMade
https://www.facebook.com/MartinsvilleMade/
http://www.yesmartinsville.com/hotel-study
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